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Dolores Huerta wrote..." Cesar's life is the lucero, the light
that provides vision to our path, with the glow of energy \

generated by the struggle”
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       Course Description

This course takes up a specific strain of Chicana/o cultural production after 1954: Chicana feminist thought. Chicana writings center on theories of identity, belonging, a body politics of knowledge, and a deconstruction of hierarchies of power. Students will gain a familiarity with the development of Mexican American and Chicana literature and culture from the 1960s to the present period.  Assignments and discussions in this course provide a forum for articulating an understanding of foundational works and themes in Chicana literature and culture.  In pursuing these goals, students will write a short essay at a local Women’s Studies symposium, complete a final essay of approximately 9,000-11,000 words, and participate in classroom discussion.
Required Texts:
--check class website regularly: pybarra.weebly.com      password: hungrywoman
--subscribe to LatinoUSA podcast: www.latinousa.org
-- PURCHASE: González, Jovita. Caballero, College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 1996. [1930s] $25 at TX A&M UP

--PURCHASE: Anzaldúa, Gloria. Borderlands/La Frontera. Aunt Lute Press, 1987. (any edition) $19 on Amazon
-- PURCHASE: Viramontes, Helena María. Under the Feet of Jesus. New York: Plume, 1995. $13 on Amazon

-- Essays, short stories, and poems available on my website: pybarra.weebly.com (required  to print+bring to class)

Expected Learning Outcomes

· Discuss key issues in the development of Chicana feminist literature—the literature of a distinctive culture of the United States
· Integrate a discussion of contemporary Chicana issues with an array of past and contemporary Chicana literature, verbally and in writing
· Identify the varieties of Chicana identity demonstrated in Chicana cultural production
· Explain the historical context of Chicana literature
· Identify major authors in Chicana literary production
The above expected learning outcomes will be measured by means of the assignments listed below, including grade percentages for each assignment:

Grading

· (30%) symposium essay and presentation (20%) Reading Quizzes at every class meeting (drop 2 lowest grades)

· (30%) Regular participation in class discussion; including attendance, asking questions, responding to questions, and responding to other students’ comments

· (40%) Final Essay
Special Notes
· ATTENDANCE:  Students should endeavor to attend every class.  Roll will be taken at every meeting.  One absence is permitted.  After one absence, the student risks his or her participation grade.  Three absences results in an F.
· Academic Honesty

You are encouraged to become familiar with the University's Policy of Academic dishonesty found in the Student Handbook. The content of the Handbook applies to this course. Additional information will be included on essay assignments sheets.

· Disability Accommodation The University of North Texas is on record as being committed to both the spirit and letter of federal equal opportunity legislation; reference Public Law 92-112 – The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended. With the passage of new federal legislation entitled Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), pursuant to section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, there is renewed focus on providing this population with the same opportunities enjoyed by all citizens.
As a faculty member, I am required by law to provide "reasonable accommodations" to students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability. Student responsibility primarily rests with informing faculty of their need for accommodation and in providing authorized documentation through designated administrative channels. Information regarding specific diagnostic criteria and policies for obtaining academic accommodations can be found here. Also, you may visit the Office of Disability Accommodation in the University Union (room 321) or call us at (940) 565-4323.
· The University Writing Lab, located in Room 105 of the Auditorium Building, serves the needs of the students at the University of North Texas in all aspects of writing. Undergraduate and graduate students consult with the staff of the Writing Lab for help in writing better papers.  All services of the Writing Lab are free of charge for all University of North Texas students.  University Writing Lab: Auditorium Building, Room 105; 940.565.2563; http://www.unt.edu/writinglab/ 

SCHEDULE OF ASSIGNMENTS

(subject to adjustment; come to class to find out; check the website for updates)
Week One
R 08/27
· Course description, goals, schedule of assignments, introductions

· Discuss Women’s Studies conference at UT-A

· Watch Part One: “Quest for a Homeland” (55 mins) of documentary Chicano!: A History of the Mexican American Civil Rights Movement 
Week Two
R 09/03
· ONLINE: Neil Foley, “The Genesis of Mexican America,” Mexicans in the Making of America, Harvard UP, 2014.

· Mexican and Mexican American history discussion

· ONLINE: Jovita González, “What the Coming of the Americans Has Meant to the Border People,” Life Along the Border: A Landmark Tejana Thesis, Texas A&M UP, 2006. [1930]

· ONLINE: Jovita González folklore
Week Three
R 09/10
· ONLINE: Paula Moya, “Who We Are and From Where We Speak,” Transmodernity: Journal of Peripheral Cultural Production of the Luso-Hispanic World, 2011
· ONLINE: María Socorro Tabuenca Córdoba, “Ghost Dance in Ciudad Juárez at the End/Beginning of the Millenium”
· ONLINE: Alicia Schmidt Camacho, “Body Counts on the Mexico-U.S. Border: Feminicidio, Reification, and the Theft of Mexicana Subjectivity”
· ONLINE: Lorna Dee Cervantes, “Poem for a Young White Man Who Asked Me How I, an Intelligent, Well-Read Person Could Believe in the War Between the Races”
Week Four
R 09/17
· read Caballero
· Work on conference paper
Week Five

R 09/24
· PURCHASE: Jovita González, Caballero 
Week Six

R 10/01
· ONLINE: Patricia Preciado Martin, “Earth to Earth,” Days of Plenty, Days of Want, University of Arizona Press, 1988.
· ONLINE: Maylei Blackwell, selections from Chicana Power! Contested Histories of Feminism in the Chicano Movement, University of Texas Press, 2011.
· ONLINE: Enriqueta Vasquez, from Enriqueta Vasquez and the Chicano Movement: Writings from El Grito del Norte
Week Seven
R 10/08
· PURCHASE: Gloria Anzaldúa, Chapters 1-7 from Borderlands/La Frontera: The New Mestiza
Week Eight

R 10/15
· NO CLASS; WORK ON CONFERENCE PAPER
Week Nine

R 10/22

· ONLINE: Cherríe Moraga, “Introducción to the First Edition,” “La Guera,” and “A Long Line of Vendidas,” Loving in the War Years: lo que nunca pasó por sus labios. South End Press, 2000. [1983] 
Week Ten

R 10/29

· CLASS AT WGS SYMPOSIUM AT UT-ARLINGTON
Week Eleven

R 11/05
· ONLINE: Ana Castillo, “The 1986 Watsonville Women’s Strike: A Case of Mexican Activism,” Massacre of the Dreamers: Essays on Xicanisma, University of New Mexico Press, 1994.

· ONLINE: Cherríe Moraga, Watsonville
Week Twelve

R 11/12
· PURCHASE: Helena María Viramontes, Under the Feet of Jesus, 

Week Thirteen

R 11/19
· ONLINE: Anibal Quijano, “Coloniality and Modernity/Rationality”
· ONLINE: Walter D. Mignolo, “Epistemic Disobedience, Independent Thought and De-Colonial Freedom”
· ONLINE: Maria Lugones, “The Coloniality of Gender”
Week Fourteen
R 11/26

· THANKSGIVING; NO CLASS
Week Fifteen

R 12/3
· ONLINE: Gloria Anzaldúa, “now let us shift . . . the path of conocimiento . . . inner work, public acts,” This Bridge We Call Home: Radical Visions For Transformation, Routledge, 2002.
· Present Annotated Bibliography for Final Essay
FINAL ESSAY DUE:  TUES 12/08 BY 12:30PM; LANG 407E
“Our Lady” Alma Lopez
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